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WASHINGTON, D.C. 


UNPRECEDENTED 
INSURRECTION 


Violent protest erupts: Trump supporters breach Capitol, clash with law enforcement 


Electoral challenge: Congress reconvenes after deliberations abruptly halted by mob 


EA 


Supporters of President Donald Trump amass outside the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday after breaching police perimeters. A chaotic protest aimed at thwarting a 
peaceful transfer of power forced lawmakers from the building and interrupted certification of Joe Biden’s Electoral College victory. Andrew Caballero-Reynolds, Getty Images 


Wire reports 


A violent mob loyal to President Don- 
ald Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol on 
Wednesday and forced lawmakers into 
hiding, in a stunning attempt to overturn 
America’s presidential election, undercut 
the nation’s democracy and keep Demo- 
crat Joe Biden from replacing Trump in 
the White House. 

The nation’s elected representatives 
scrambled to crouch under desks and don 
gas marks, while police futilely tried to 
barricade the building, one of the most 
jarring scenes ever to unfold in a seat of 
American political power. A woman was 
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shot and killed by Capitol Police, three 
others died in “medical emergencies” and 
Washington’s mayor instituted an evening 
curfew in an attempt to contain the vio- 
lence. 

The rioters were egged on by Trump, 
who has spent weeks falsely attacking the 
integrity of the election and had urged 
his supporters to descend on Washington 
to protest Congress’ formal approval of 
Biden’s victory. Some Republican lawmak- 
ers were in the midst of raising objections 
to the results on his behalf when the pro- 
ceedings were abruptly halted by the mob. 


The violent scene was like no other in 
modern American history. 

With poles bearing blue Trump flags, a 
mob that would eventually grow into the 
thousands bashed through Capitol doors 
and windows, forcing their way past police 
officers unprepared for the onslaught. 

Canisters of tear gas were fired across 
the Rotunda’s white marble floor, and on 
the steps outside the building, rioters flew 
Confederate flags. 

“USA! USA!” chanted the would-be sab- 
oteurs of a 244-year-old democracy. 
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Opinion: A national disgrace 


The hijacking of Congress was a criminal 
act against American voters, values. A2 


Oregon protests 


Crowds of Trump supporters, counter- 
protesters gather in Salem, Portland. A4 


Transfer of power 


Lawmakers return late Wednesday to 
certify the Electoral College votes. A6 
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